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The portrait of Sir Ashley Cooper, sixth Earl of 
Shaftesbury, reproduced as a frontispiece to this 
number of Art and Progress, was presented to the 
Toledo Museum of Art by Mrs. Edward D. Libbey. 
It was painted in Washington, D. C, in 1799. Sir 
Ashley's grandfather was the Ashley Cooper who 
obtained the grant of the State of South Carolina, 
which he proposed to develop solely in his personal 
interest, but for some reason failed to carry out his 
plans. The Ashley and Cooper Rivers in South 
Carolina were named for him. Gilbert Stuart was 
born at Narragansett, Rhode Island, December 3, 
1755; died at Boston July 27, 1828. After some un- 
aided efforts he received instruction from Cosmo 
Alexander, a Scotch portrait painter, whom he ac- 
companied to Scotland in 1772. He found a friend 
in Benjamin West whose studio he entered as a 
pupil, but soon became an assistant to his master. 
In 1785 lie set up a studio of his own in London, 
achieving marked popularity and financial success. 
He visited Ireland in 1788, where he was received 
with great favor, and painted the portraits of many 
distinguished persons. He returned to America in 
1 792. Among his sitters in Europe were Louis XVI, 
George III, and George IV, while Prince of Wales. 
He also painted Alderman Boydell, John Kemble, Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, Benjamin West and many distin- 
guished artists. The six Presidents of the United 
States who sat to him for their portraits were George 
Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James 
Madison, James Monroe and John Quincy Adams. 
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